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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL'S DESK

This term’s Graduate Profile focus is Optimistic, something we are see in the everyday
experiences of our students both at school and in the wider world around them. Our young
people are growing up surrounded by social media, trends and constant comparison, where
quick success and highlight reels are often placed front and centre. One of our goals is
helping students understand that real growth rarely happens instantly.

We see this when students take on challenges such as swimming, completing an art piece,
performing, or writing. There is often hesitation at the beginning, but in a world where it can be
easy to scroll past difficulty or move on quickly, choosing to stay with something challenging
matters. Students are learning to question, try again, support one another and persist when
things become difficult. In these moments, our values become visible, challenge and
competition drive effort, being honest about what they do not yet know, self management and
independence to keep going, and responsibility in the choices they make.

This connects directly to our SMART target: My Life, My Choices, My Story. Students are
beginning to recognise that while trends may come and go, the choices they make, how they
respond to setbacks, and how they treat others help shape the story they are building for
themselves.

Across the term, we are seeing more students step up, back themselves, and take greater
ownership of their learning. These everyday actions matter, and as a community, they are
something we can continue to support both at school and at home.

Nga mihi nui

Rangi Ropati
Deputy Principal Professional Learning Leader
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WHO'S ON ASSEMBLY

TERM 2

Week Five - Friday 22 May - Room 75 & Room 34
Week Six - Friday 29 May - No Assembly due to Staff Only Day
Week Seven - Friday 5 June - Room 25
Week Eight - Friday 12 June - Room 3 & Room 30
Week Nine - Friday 19 June - Room 73

Our assemblies are every Friday in the Hall at 9.50am. Parents/Caregivers are more than welcome to join us and I ask if
you could please sit at the back of the hall on the right.

Regular assemblies serve as a vehicle to further enhance our positive school tone and climate, to foster a corporate
school spirit and to share information. But even more importantly assemblies are a means to share our collective
experiences and to celebrate and acknowledge each other — acknowledging achievement and the effort exerted —
regardless of the end result.

It is an opportunity to give “all our kids a pat on the back” for their efforts and also to reinforce to everyone our high
behaviour expectations. Whanau M| Bucks are given out and individual student certificates awarded. If your child is
receiving a certificate you will receive an invitation letter to attend the assembly where | will present the certificate to
your child. Likewise, feel free to attend because you want to, regardless of whether your child is receiving a certificate or
not. Come and join the frivolity and sense of our community!

M.L.S ATTENDANCE TARGET

The Government’s target is for 80% of students to attend regularly, that is to attend more than 90% of the time.
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At Ml, we are committed to seeing your child thrive. To help your child stay on track and feel confident in their
learning, we follow the Ministry of Education attendance guidelines:

- 90% or higher: Regular Attendance (missing fewer than 5 days across a term)

- 80% and up to 90%: Irreqular Attendance (absent for between 5 and 9 days across a term)

- 70% and up to 80% or lower: Moderate Absence (absent for between 10 and 14.5 days across a term)
- Lower than 70%: Chronic Absence (absent for 15 days or more across a school term)

Our goal is for your child to maintain a minimum of 90% attendance. Research shows that regular attendance is the
best way to stay engaged and succeed academically. It is important that we work together to ensure your child has
the support they need to attend regularly and reach their full potential.




ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL

We love having your children here at school! They bring life, energy and learning! Whilst we

know that some days we have appointments, family events and celebrations, we feel sad

when students miss out on school unnecessarily, so we wanted to share these facts with you:

If your child misses:

That equals:

Which is:

And over 13 years of
schooling, that is:

1 day every 2 weeks

20 days per year

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years

1 day per week

40 days per year

8 weeks per year

Over 2.5 years

2 days per week

80 days per year

16 weeks per year

Over 5 years

3 days per week

120 days per year

24 weeks per year

Nearly 8 years

“How about 10 minutes late a day? Surely that won'’t affect my child...”

If your child misses:

That equals:

Which is:

And over 13 years of
schooling, that is:

10 mins per day

50 mins per week

Nearly 1.5 weeks per
year

Nearly half a year

20 mins per day

1 hr 40 mins per week

Over 2.5 weeks per
year

Nearly 1 year

30 mins per day

Half a day per week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Over 2.5 years

Not only does lateness affect a child’s education, but it also has an impact on our office staff,

who need to meet with these students and adjust the morning register. This takes them away

from completing other important tasks that benefit our students.

Instruction starts at 8:30 am each day.

All students must arrive at school before then to prepare for the day.

Please do your absolute best to ensure your child arrives at school on time. Get in touch
with us if you have special circumstances, so we are aware of what is happening for
your whanau.




WEEKLY ATTENDANCE STATS
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Well done to all our students and whanau for making attendance a priority to begin the year!
We have hit our school wide target of 95% almost every week.

Every day at school counts, and it’s awesome to see so many of our learners showing up ready
to learn, connect and grow.

Let’s keep the momentum going for the rest of the term, aim high, be here and be ready!




MI WHANAU CALENDAR - DIARY DATES

TERM TWO
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AFFIRMATIONS

--------------------------------------------------------------------

The following students are having their birthday, up to the next newsletter on Thursday 25 June 2026.

We wish you an early Happy Birthday and trust you have a wonderful day!

NB: There may be times when we inadvertently ‘miss’ a birthday — please let us know if we do,
so we can acknowledge it in the next newsletter. It is important that we do this so please do not

Charnce
Sione
Axel
Mathew
Eden

Joe

Darick
Kawthar

Siale

Aston

feel bad telling us.

May Birthdays

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO...

Tanish Ethyn Hasia
Komisi Sione Paris
Monica Ivory-Leigh Faizaan
Annie Avya Tyrone
Mohammed Uluga Sam
Mahuika Jaydacy Samantha
June birthdays
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO..
Melenoa Adelaide JR
Delyla-Rose Gary Isaiah
Cyrus Olly Zion
Ele Ahmad Riya

Kaliopeta
Lana
Tristen
Sophie
Kharlani

Charlotte

Vai
Pekinisha

Klaw

Skylar




Taniela
Qundalieez
Dillon
Alissah
Tiarazay
Cairo

Zach
Braxton
|zzah

Roger

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO..

June birthdays

Ha

Vida
Frank
Deighton
Isabelle
Taofi
Maisha
Islay

Raisha

Hine
Wiremu
Pavan
Truce
Alitiana
Jahvis
Matthew

Niko

Shaliya

Va'a
Shaun
Cruden
Geelan
Gianna
Talaiasi
Ashanti
Korynn

Levi

Aribah
Rosco
Kacey
Danie
Cairo
Deepjot
Stephanie
Denver
Darryl

Anthony
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25 Room 14’s Legendary Art

Our classroom has been buzzing with energy lately! This term during Module 4: Mi
Expression, Room 14 took a deep dive into the world of manga and imagination, drawing \

inspiration from the late, great Akira Toriyama, the creator of Dragon Ball Z. Check out
our art pieces below.







— —
This term, Team 23 took part in our MI Expression project, where students designed
and created their own sports inspired shirts that told a story about who they are.
Using inspiration from teams around the world, students explored how colours,
symbols, patterns, numbers, culture, family, and personal interests can all represent v
identity and meaning. Throughout the project, students researched famous jerseys, I
developed their own ideas, and learned why sport and community connections matter B
so much to people.

Students then turned their ideas into handmade felt shirts using measuring, planning, I;f;
and stitching skills. Alongside their individual pieces, the class also worked together Q"T"
on a collaborative Team 23 shirt. The project was a fantastic opportunity for students I |
to combine creativity with literacy, math, and storytelling, while taking pride in their :

own background, experiences, and identity.
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TERM 2

ROOM 24

29 | ONE TEAM | 24

Room 24 started this term off with the Art
Exhibition. It was an epic experience for us all to
work with new materials and new skills in art.
Whilst it was a challenge for most of us, we
remained persistent and stuck it out! As a result,
our class display was a reflection of our hard
work and perseverance throughout these past
two weeks.

For our individual pieces, we chose Pearl Art,
inspired by Eleanor Pigman. We used white
pearls on black canvas which was held together
by hot glue. Each animal represented the traits
we saw in ourselves. It was awesome to read
how it related to every student.

Our class piece was lanterns. Each individual
lantern had four different aspects of a student’s

life, things that were important to them. On their
own, they looked great but all together; it was
majestic.
Amongst the 29 lanterns, we hid a message that
revealed our purpose;
“Alone we’re good. Together, we win.”




Room 24’s class mantra is:

“No risk, No story”

Which means your story will not go anywhere if
you are not willing to try.

We live by this in everything we do in Room 24.
Whether it is participating in M| events, giving
things a go with our learning, even if it is hard or
by simply showing up to school everyday with an
optimistic attitude.

It's been an honour, as their teacher, to witness
their growth in such a short period of time. | am
thrilled to be working alongside these lovely
humans. | am extremely proud of all the mahi
they’ve put in so far!

Three weeks down, 25 to go. We cannot wait to
ride this out as one team and | look forward to

Room 24 surpassing their limits.

o ."‘. -
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ROOM 24

29 | ONE TEAM | 24
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FANTASTIC

Room 71 have been working on many essential
Humanities skills during form time. Mrs Ropati
observed that the class in general needed to work on
explaining their thinking.

The class read Roald Dahl’s Fantastic Mr Fox. Next,
they highlighted parts of the text where he was
demonstrating optimisim - the Graduate Profile value
for this term. After this, they planned a short essay -
with an explicit focus on ensuring the points they made
were explained with evidence. Their final piece was
hand-written and proudly shown off on our wall!

| was extremely proud of their efforts in this task. The
outcome was exemplary.
Perfect paragraphs with

a point that has evidence,
followed by an
explanation. Next up,

the class will read The
Sheep-Pig by Dick King
Smith. Another classic!
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This term began with two vibrant
weeks of MI Expression, where all
34 classes explored creativity
through a wide range of artistic
media and techniques. Students
experimented with paint, pearls, ink,
watercolour, pastels, tiles, and
VIVID-inspired artwork, drawing
inspiration from artists and styles
from around the world. One of the
highlights was  seeing how
differently each class approached
their creations, using a variety of
surfaces and canvases including
paper, wood, tiles, and even
umbrellas. The creativity, risk-taking,
and imagination on display reflected
the adventurous spirit of our
learners and showed just how
powerful artistic expression can be
across our school.




World Vision

Junior Youth Conference

40HR CHALLENGE

LUCY (RM 71) MAKING A
SUBMISSION TO PARLIAMENT

The Community Council recently attended the
World Vision Junior Youth Conference held at
Trusts Arena in Henderson. During the conference,
students were inspired by keynote speaker and
Silver Fern Maia Wilson, who shared her journey as
an elite athlete and leader, highlighting the
importance of resilience, teamwork, and
perseverance.

Students also heard from youth ambassadors and

advocates who spoke about the challenges of ILASA (RM 24) SHARING
poverty in the Solomon Islands and the ways HER VIEWS TO THE GROUP

World Vision supports children and families within
these communities.

Throughout the day, students participated in
discussions and activities focused on how they
could contribute to the 40 Hour Challenge, their
perspectives on the world around them, and ways
they can advocate for people facing hardship and
inequality.

Overall, it was a valuable and inspiring experience
that helped our students further develop their
leadership skills, empathy, and global awareness.



7 W'embarked on their quest, running around the landscape for Orienteering 2026. i

The organisation was slick and a well oiled machine, manually checking in each kid q
ith a finger device which recorded their individual route map and time.

The kids were eager beavers on the start line, like greyhounds in their stallsg®” ,
waiting to punch in their finger devices for the off. A fast pace was had with some ’
really good preliminary finish times. Very proud indeed of their efforts and dedication. ‘
It is not the easiest thing to read specifically designed, high-detail topographical
maps, including specialised symbols and colours that show, for example, precise\%
vegetation density, rock features, and small landforms for rapid navigation - but it is e
cool to read off and understand the details like contour lines, what they mean and
. their significance. It was a great day at the Zone Orienteering Competition. The .

-~ results are as follows: \
bl

ORI s RESULTS:

RN e Year 7 Boys -

13 Phillip 3rd in his course division
Year 7 & 8 Girls -

Lavinia 2nd in her course division.
Addison 1st in her course division
Kaaraina 2nd in her course division
Indi 2nd in her course division
Sl 2y, . Payton2nd in her course division
I Year 8 Girls

B A (stoverallin team event




’ Football team had a 4
fantastic day out, with perfect |
weather making for great football
conditions. It was the first time
'many of the girls had experienced
playing in competition together, and
they represented the school with
pride throughout the day. The girls
| played really well, showed a lot of
. " heart, teamwork, and determination,
%" and continued to improve with every
game. They finished the day with
two wins, one draw, and one loss,
A placing third overall only on goal ™
difference. A great effort from all %
involved! v

RANDWICK
PARK

T

KAURI
RI FLATS FLATS

SCHOOL

PUKEKOHE
INTERMEDIATE

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

@« ROSEHILL

roseHiLL.  INTERMEDIATE

EEEEEEEEEEEE




On Tuesday 5 May, the Year 8 Girls Football Team

travelled to Drury to compete in the Counties Zone * R E S”Lrs *
Championships. The girls were aiming to make history
by becoming the fifth MI team in a row to claim the STAGE I OPPONENT l RESULT l SCORE

Counties title, and they knew it would not come easily.

In a strong pool with Finlayson, East Counties and
Rosehill, the girls needed to be at their best. They
started with a physical 3-1 win over Finlayson before
facing East Counties in game two. At halftime the
score was 0-0, and the match looked like it could
become a tricky one. However, the girls produced a
brilliant second half performance, finishing with a
strong 5-1 win.

O POOL GAME 2 Vs ECCS

\
@ POOL GAME 3 Vs Rosehill

With a semifinal spot already secured, a changed
lineup took the field against Rosehill. This only
showed the depth of the squad, as the girls won
convincingly 4-0.

Vs Conifer Grove

{ Vs Finlayson

In the semifinal, a well-drilled Conifer Grove team
was waiting. Knockout football is always different,
and after taking an early 1-0 lead, the girls conceded
and had to respond. They lifted again, finishing the
match with a strong 4-1 win.

The final was a rematch against Finlayson, a team

that had improved throughout the day and brought
plenty of physicality and quality. However, the MI girls
stood up to the challenge. They dominated from start
to finish and capped off an outstanding day with a 2-0 win.

I could not be more proud of the girls. Their effort,
teamwork and desire to play football the right way
was a credit to them. The results reflected the quality
they showed across the whole day.

The team now moves on to Auckland Champs in
three weeks' time, where they will look to represent
MI with pride.

Mr Rodriguez 2e82 S S Tave —



On a day where “what could have been” is probably the best way to put it, the Year 7
boys headed down State Highway 1 to Drury Football Club with high hopes of making
Manurewa Intermediate proud.

Drawn in a tough group with Pukekohe, East Counties and Kauri Flats, the boys were
looking to assert themselves on the pitch. In the first game, they created plenty of
chances, which became a real theme throughout the day. After going 1-0 down, the
boys showed great character to finish with a 1-1 draw.

In the second game against Pukekohe, the boys played outstanding football. They
defended well, moved the ball nicely and created plenty of opportunities, but
unfortunately could not find the finish they needed. One goal against the run of play
meant the boys went down 1-0, leaving everything to play for in their last game.

Against East Counties, a win would have seen us through to the semi-finals. The boys
dominated from start to finish, but once again could only manage a 1-1 draw. This
placed us in the 5th and 6th playoff, where the boys finally put their shooting boots on

and finished the day strongly with a 5-0 win over The Gardens.

It was awesome to finish the day on a high, although the boys were understandably
disappointed not to push further. | want to say a huge thank you to the boys for an
awesome day out. They were an absolute pleasure to coach and gave it everything
they had.

There is so much potential in this group, and | am excited to see their progress next
year as they move onto the bigger pitch and continue to grow their game.

A special shout out to all the parents and whdnau who came along to support the boys.
Your encouragement made a big difference. | look forward to working with you all again
next year.

Mr Rodriguez

YEAR7BOYS FOOTBALL RESULTS

DEFEAT

KAURI FLATS

coa, PUKEKOHE

&

EAST COUNTIES

THE GARDENS




After reaching the Auckland Championships in 2025, the boys headed into this year’s
competition determined to qualify once again, inspired by some of sport’s great underdog
stories. The day began brilliantly with convincing wins over The Gardens (4-0), Waimahia
(4-0), and Greenmeadows (5-0), before a hard fought 1-0 victory against Papakura Normal
secured a place in the knockout rounds.

A tense, end to end semi final against eventual champions Rosehill Intermediate finished 0-0
before MI heartbreakingly lost 4-3 on penalties against a strong footballing side. The boys
responded superbly to finish 3rd overall with a 5-1 win over Papakura Normal. Remarkably,
despite not winning the tournament, M1 ended the day as the only team unbeaten in normal
time, scoring 14 goals and conceding just once throughout the day.

While another title narrowly slipped away, the team can look back proudly on two
outstanding years for boys football at M1. Alongside our amazing Year 7s, they have helped
inspire the next generation to keep the game thriving in Rewa.

GAME OPPONENT RESULT SCORE

1

2

3

4
semi Final

3-4" Play-
off

FINAL PLACING: 3°° |




WHANAU HAKA
COMPETITION

On Thursday 2nd April, the entire
school entered the hall ready to
perform the haka they had
practised in classes and as a
whanau.

The school haka has a deep
history and meaning for all Mi
students and staff, both past and
present.

First up were the Kauri Crocs, with
their use of conch shells and a
volume that captivated the
audience.

Second was Rimu, who had a
superb opening, and every
action was on point.

Next was the mighty Tawa, who
had perfect actions and whose
kupu were second to none.
Finally, it was time for Kdwhai to
shine. Their opening was
perfectly timed, and their actions
showed how much time and
effort had been put in over the
term.

The judges had the hardest job
on the day. Special thanks to Miss
Apiata and Mr Nathan.

Final Results: 1st: Kauri, 2nd equal:
Tawa and Kowhai, and 3rd, by
the slightest margin, was Rimu.




CREATIVE NATIVES

THE 2025 MEDIA GROUP PRESENTS
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This term, a group of talented students who have different skills in production and were part of the 2025
Media group, came together to create Spotlight, a horror themed trailer project exploring the question,
“What if?” Students worked across a range of production roles including directing, acting, filming, editing,
sound, and scriptwriting, using their creativity and technical skills to bring their ideas to life. The project gave
students an opportunity to collaborate, experiment with cinematic techniques, and develop their storytelling
through a unique and imaginative concept. Check out our Facebook and Website to see our trailer.




AUCKLAND

CHAMBS

ORIENTEERING

On May 14th, the Year 8 Girls travelled to Western Springs for their
Championship Orienteering Day, competing against only the cream of the crop
from right across Auckland region. On a bright autumnal sunshine, they locked
in mentally, zoned in on their route maps and competed really well. Their maps
and routes were a lot harder than Zone Day, with a marked uptick in difficulty
and length, working their way around the lake beside the zoo. In a field of 22
teams, the girls came 15th overall, which is respectable. They managed to beat
St Cuthberts second team and Hobsonville.

They worked really hard and tried their hardest, which is all that can ever be
asked of any students who take part in sports at MI. For greater success, this is
definitely a sport that is going to be targeted moving forward, tapping into the
pool of talent we have here at Ml.




National Young Leaders Day

Tuwhitia te hopo, mairangatia te angiti
“Feel the fear and do it anyway”

Our 10 school Senators had an incredible experience at the
National Young Leaders Conference on Thursday 14th May!

They were truly inspired by a diverse range of speakers,
including author Graci Kim, marine conservationist Riley
Elliot, adventurer William Pike, 17-year-old entrepreneur Lola
Fisher, and Eteroa Tusipepa Lafaele, who was a huge
favourite among our students. The theme of this years
conference was overcoming fear and finding courage.

The day was filled with valuable lessons on leadership,
personal growth and showing us that courage isn't just
about being fearless - it's about taking one step forward
anyway. Tawhitia te hopo, mairangatia te angitd - Feel the
fear and do it anyway! The students returned with renewed
motivation and practical skills to be even better leaders
within our school and community. A huge thank you to Mrs.
Ropaiti for joining us and ensuring we arrived safely.

National Young Leaders Conference  Thursday 14 May « Manurewa Intermediate School Senators



Pink Shirt Day was a massive success at Manurewa Intermediate!

_ As a school that lives and breathes our 'Keys to Success' every day,

the core message of standing together against bullying is already(‘?‘.’.ﬁ)
woven into the very fabric of who we are. ) 4

- We are incredibly proud to announce that our school community
_raised $860 for the cause. This isn't just a number; it's a reflection
. of our collective commitment to a safe environment. \

This achievement wouldn’'t have been possible without the grit

_and heart of our Pastoral Care team and Pastoral Care Coun@
" They worked behind the scenes to bring this event to life, and we”
. want to extend a huge thank you for their invaluable hard work.







PAPAKAINGA

MANUREWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL RURAL CAMPUS
EST. 2026
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PAPAKAINGA

We are very proud to officially open our Ml Papakdinga — Manurewa Intermediate
School’s Rural Campus, surrounded by a huge turnout from our community. The morning
began beautifully, with the harmonies of our staff setting the tone for what was to come.

Mr Taylor shared the vision behind the Papakdinga (and yes... at length!), supported by a
moment we won't forget anytime soon - the Prime Minister, Christopher Luxon holding an
umbrella over him as he spoke in the rain. Not something you see every day!

It was also special to welcome back many of our former Deputy Principals, now leading
their own schools. Mr Holt spoke powerfully about the purpose of the Papakdinga and
what it represents for our students and community. Both the Prime Minister and Minister
of Education, Erica Stanford, acknowledged the incredible work happening at Ml and
expressed their pride in what has been achieved so far.

Following the formalities, our guests enjoyed some well-earned morning tea and coffee
before exploring the space. From The Canopy to Te Ahi Kg, Rewa Henge and Rewa
Heights, as well as Te Mdara Kai, it was awesome to see people connecting with each part
of the Papakainga and imagining the learning that will take place here.

Rain or not, it was an absolutely beautiful morning and afternoon!

Our Ml staff then spent the afternoon getting hands-on with some of the same activities
our students will soon experience - a great way to bring the space to life.

A massive THANK YOU goes to everyone who has contributed to this project over the
past two years. In particular, Mr Taylor for the extensive time, commitment and relentless
hours put in to project manage the entire project alongside Mr Tran. We also
acknowledge Greg, Zlatko, Shaun, Steven, Dana and the feam at Luitjens Landscaping
for their hard work in bringing the vision to life and creating such a stunning and
functional space. And of course, our own property team - Mr Katipa, Tommy, and Jordan
- for the ongoing care and effort behind the scenes, that does not go unnoticed!

We are incredibly proud of what has been created here and we can’t wait to start using
the Papakainga. This is just the beginning!
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