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Kia ora, Talofa lava, Mdl6 e lelei, Kia orana, Fakaalofa lahi atu, Asalamu Alaykum, Kamusta, Alreet like and Hall6 fré Lidi
23!

Well, it is official, we have passed the halfway mark of 2026 and are about to embark on my favourite module - Module 6: MI
Cultural Focus Breakout - Global Games! While odd-numbered years give us the amazing UN Shows, even-numbered
years bring the Global Games, a chance to plan and develop a major sporting event in a country assigned to us.

For 2026, Team 23 will be representing the Land of Fire and Ice: Iceland! | won' lie, | was a little unsure when we were
assigned this small island nation in the North Atlantic. However, the more | thought about it, the more | realised there may
not have been a better country to receive. A proud nation with a strong cultural identity, Iceland is home to towering
volcanoes, vast glaciers, breathtaking waterfalls and landscapes that seem almost otherworldly. Add in Vikings, folklore and
mythical creatures, and it quickly becomes a country that captures the imagination. It is a place | cannot wait to explore
alongside our amazing Team 23 tamariki this term!

Term Two was amazing. Our students experienced Swimming, X-PLO Tech and Performing Arts, took part in our first Marae
stay of the year, and performed our Lion King assembly in front of the well known Friday audience. However, the thing that
stood out most to me was how much Team 23 grew as a class. Throughout the term, I saw friendships strengthen, students
support one another and a real sense of belonging begin to develop. There were many memorable moments along the
way, including our lunchtime sports game against the Room 26 Sports Class. Despite being underdogs, Team 23 pushed
them all the way to a tiebreaker and came within touching distance of a famous victory. More importantly, it was another
example of our students backing each other, competing with pride and showing what can be achieved when we work
together. Our regular circle-ups have also become an important part of our class culture. They have given students the
opportunity to celebrate successes, discuss challenges, share ideas and strengthen the trust and respect we have for one
another. As we head into Term Three, | am incredibly proud of the class culture we have built.

My target for next term is for Team 23 to really step up in the Big Three. As strong as our class culture appears on paper, our
attendance and punctuality statistics are often below where we know they should be. As we head into the second half of the
year, let's challenge ourselves to become one of the school's leading classes by showing up, being on time and continuing
to strengthen the culture we have worked so hard to build.

As the Icelanders say: “Saman erum vid sterkari” — Together we are stronger.

Kvedja,
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